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“Across the world, young people carry the greatest burden
of change - I believe they are also the strongest advocates
for positive transformation. At a time of uncertainty, when
societies are increasingly connected and diverse, we need to
strengthen respect and mutual understanding on the basis
of human rights and dignity.”
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Message from Mrs. Irina Bokova, Director-General of
UNESCO on the occasion of the first International Summer
University for Intercultural Leadership J
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WORDS OF WELCOME

H Dear Students,

Welcome to the International Summer University for Intercultural Leadership! In
less than two weeks, you will join more than 60 students from more than 15
universities from Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the United States. What
unites all of you, who hail from different geographical regions, is your desire to
discover and explore all that you are not familiar with and interact with people
from other cultural backgrounds. And we hope to be able to offer you the
. opportunity to do both of these during your stay in Berlin: learn and interact and
: thereby expand your horizon.

The focus of this year’s program is “Religion, Peace and Conflict in the 21° century”. You will receive
lectures from internationally-recognized scholars that will help you to reach a deeper understanding
of this complex and very important subject.

We sincerely hope that this program will prove to be an unforgettable experience and a learning
expedition for each and every one of you.

You will find on the following pages some information that you need to read carefully before your
departure. We look forward to meeting you all in two weeks!

Abe Radkin
Special advisor to the Director General of UNESCO
Executive director of the Aladdin Project
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Dear students,

Welcome to Freie Universitit Berlin and the Second International
Summer University for Intercultural Leadership! Together with the
Aladdin Project and the UNESCO, we at Freie Universitét Berlin are
ﬁ},/ pleased to host this important international event.

eremdwemenmocter - The promotion of values of peace and mutual respect is of central
importance to young people who aspire to leadership positions in the 21°" century. In order to gain an
understanding of how to develop and discuss these values within an international context, you will
shortly be participating in the Second International Summer University with the topic of “Religion,
Peace and Conflict in the 21°" Century”. Renowned academics from different countries and partner
universities will be joining the Summer University hosting various thought-provoking seminars and
discussions.

| trust that the ensuing meetings and discussions will prove helpful for your future study and career
paths. Moreover, you might return home not only with positive experiences, but also with new
friendships.

Sincerely,

Peter-André Alt
President, Freie Universitdt Berlin


http://www.fu-berlin.de/einrichtungen/organe/praesidium/praesident/bild_Alt_Peter-Andre/Alt_Peter-Andre_930.jpg?13328587

ORGANIZING INSTITUTIONS

e
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The Aladdin Project is an international organization based in Paris and created in 2009 under the
auspices of UNESCO to promote intercultural dialogue, to prevent conflicts through a better
knowledge of History and its teachings, to bring together world leaders and international institutions
against Holocaust denial, anti-Semitism and all forms of exclusion and racism, and to enhance
mutual knowledge through the production, translation — into the languages of the relevant people —
and propagation of books, films, documentaries, websites and other sources of information

Freie Universitdt

Freie Universitat Berlin was founded in 1948 by professors and students in response to the
persecution faced by students who took a critical eye of the system at Universitat Unter den Linden,
at that time located in the Soviet sector of the divided city. The idea of founding a free university
found widespread support in the international community, including financial support. This
outpouring of aid helped pave the way for Freie Universitdt to become a university with an
outstanding international reputation. The principles of freedom and internationality have guided the
university’s development ever since. Since the university’s founding, in December of 1948, the
academic ethos of Freie Universitat Berlin has always been defined by three values: truth, justice,
and freedom.

@ BAU

The University of Bahgesehir is a private university founded in Istanbul in 1997 to teach the future
leaders of the country by training them to think critically, do research and by raising awareness of
local and world-wide issues. The university fulfills international criteria and underlines the promotion
of mutual respect, the appreciation of difference and a constructive way of expression. Currently, 15
000 students are enrolled, with 900 professors and 100 study programs on two campuses. The
University also manages a unique network of primary and secondary schools in Turkey.
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ACADEMIC PARTNERS

Al-Quds University

QR Sl byl vl 550
A Meshar Studies & Research Centre

BAHCESEH IR DNIVERSITES

&2 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK

FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

Freie Universitat

THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE | GENEVA

INSTITUT DE HAUTES ETUDES
INTERNATIONALES ET DU DEVELOPPEMENT

GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL
AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

4| SciencesPo.

Univemté Polytechmque

[’Ouest Africaim

M

AIN SHAMS UNIVERSITY - EGYPT

HTTP://WWW.SHAMS.EDU.EG

AL-QUDS UNIVERSITY - PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

HTTP://WWW.ALQUDS.EDU

AL MESBAR STUDIES AND RESEARCH CENTRE — UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

WWW.ALMESBAR.NET

BAHCESEHIR UNIVERSITY - TURKEY

HTTP://WWW.BAHCESEHIR.EDU.TR

BOGAZICI UNIVERSITY - TURKEY

HTTP://WWW.BOUN.EDU.TR

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

WWW.COLUMBIA.EDU

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY - USA

HTTP://WWW.FIU.EDU

FREIE UNIVERSITAT BERLIN - GERMANY

HTTP://WWW.FU-BERLIN.DE

GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

HTTP://GRADUATEINSTITUTE.CH

HARVARD UNIVERSITY

HTTP://WWW.HARVARD.EDU

INSTITUT D’ETUDES POLITIQUES DE PARIS - FRANCE

HTTP://WWW.SCIENCESPO.FR

MOHAMED V UNIVERSITY - MOROCCO

HTTP://WWW.UM5A.AC.MA

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY - USA

HTTP://WWW.NYU.EDU

POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY OF WEST AFRICA

HTTP://UPOA.EDU.SN/



file:///Y:/SUMMER%20UNIVERSITY_ISU/2014/Note%20of%20information/%20http:/www.shams.edu.eg
http://www.alquds.edu/
http://www.almesbar.net/
http://www.bahcesehir.edu.tr/
http://www.boun.edu.tr/
http://www.columbia.edu/
http://www.fiu.edu/
http://www.fu-berlin.de/
http://graduateinstitute.ch/
http://www.harvard.edu/
http://www.sciencespo.fr/
http://www.um5a.ac.ma/
http://www.nyu.edu/
http://upoa.edu.sn/

SALAHADDIN UNIVERSITY — ERBIL — KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ

HTTP://WWW.SUH-EDU.COM/

SAPIENZA UNIVERSITY OF ROME — ITALY

SAPIENZA

UNIVERSITA DI ROMA WWW.UNIROMAL.IT

SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON - UK

SOAS HTTP://WWW.SOAS.AC.UK

University of London

TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY - ISRAEL

22N-5N NU'O12MIN
TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY HTTP://ENGLISH.TAU.AC.IL

/ UNIVERSITY OF TUNIS - TUNISIA

Université de la Manouba

HTTP://WWW.UMA.RNU.TN
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http://www.suh-edu.com/
http://www.uniroma1.it/
http://www.soas.ac.uk/
http://english.tau.ac.il/
http://www.uma.rnu.tn/
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Historical perspectives on religion increasingly perceive its role over time as leading to violence,
conflict, rejection and racism and debates about religion have often concentrated on the relationship
between religion and state. But religion is becoming an increasingly influential transnational political
force, and is extending tensions and conflicts on a global scale, among states and among religions
themselves. Paradoxically, religion as a transnational force is also at the core of conflict resolution
and peace building. Throughout history, religions have often played the role of peacemakers and the
evolution of contemporary conflicts has encouraged more and more international organizations to

¢

focus on “interfaith and intercultural dialogue” as a strategy aimed at resolving conflicts between
and within states and civil societies confronted with religious tensions. The second International
Summer University for Intercultural Leadership proposes to analyze the issue of religion peace and
conflict from various perspectives. It will provide students with in-depth academic understanding on
the topic but also give them the opportunity to tackle this complex issue with peers from other
religious, cultural and social backgrounds, and enable them to learn from each other and, why not,

find common solution to address one of 21°* century global challenges.



BIOGRAPHY OF TEACHING STAFF

Arnd Bauerkamper

Arnd Bauerkdmper studied History and English at the Universities of Bielefeld,
Oxford and Géttingen. He received his PhD from the University of Bielefeld in
December 1989 and his venia legendi at Freie Universitat Berlin in June 2001.
From 1993 to 2001, he was a Research Fellow at the Zentrum fiir
Zeithistorische Forschung in Potsdam, from 2001 to 2009 he was the Managing
Director of the Berliner Kolleg fiir Vergleichende Geschichte Europas (until June
2004: Zentrum fiir Vergleichende Geschichte Europas). Since 2009,
Bauerkamper is Project Administrator in the research center Transnationale
Gesellschaftskonstruktionen in Europa im 20. Jahrhundert, and Professor for Modern History at the
Department of History of the Freie Universitat Berlin.

R

1 Whitney A. Bauman

1 Whitney Bauman is an Assistant Professor at the Florida International
University in Miami where he has taught since 2008. In summer 2010/
12 he was Visiting Professor at the Gadjah Mada University in
Yogyakarta, Indonesia. He also worked as the first Research Associate at
the Forum on Religion and Ecology in Berkeley. In 2014 he published
“Religion and Ecology: Developing a Planetary Ethic” and in 2009

“Theology, Creation and Environmental Ethics: from Creatio ex Nihilo to Terra Nullius”. His work
focuses on Religion and Science, Environmental Ethics, Technology and Human Values and Religion
and Queer Theory.

Uli Bruckner (Academic coordinator)

Uli Briickner studied Political Science, German Literature and History in
Wirzburg and Berlin (Freie Universitat). Since the mid-1980s European
integration is his field of specialization. From 1992 until 2002 Uli Briickner
worked at the Department for Political Sciences at the FU Berlin as
lecturer and later as Jean Monnet Chairholder, an EU teaching program
co-financed by the European Commission.

Since 1999 Uli Brickner taught at Stanford University in Berlin and in
California. He is a visiting professor at the University of Ljubljana in Slovenia and also worked with
universities in Madrid, Lille, Paris, Dubai, Pune, Istanbul, Bratislava, Shanghai, Moscow and Minsk. In
2003 he became EU Jean Monnet Professor at Stanford and taught in California in spring and in the
Berlin program in fall / winter.

Uli Brickner is a member of the expert services of the Federal Agency for Civic Education and of
TEAM Europe. He also works for the International Training for Diplomats Programme at the German
Federal Foreign Office. In Berlin his current and former affiliations include New York University in
Berlin, the German Program and the Metropolitan Program of IES, the European school of
governance (eusg), EAWSR, FU Berlin International Summer university (FUBIS), Pontificia University
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Madrid, East European Studies Online and IR online Gulf Region at the Freie University Berlin. He also
worked for Duke, American University and LEXIA.

Uli Briickner is member of the board of directors of the institute for cultural diplomacy (icd) Berlin /
New York. In 2011 he served in India as a consultant for the German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD) to set up a European Studies Program in Pune. His current fields of interests are institutional
developments in the EU, the political economy of European integration, the sovereign debt crisis,
cultural policy, external affairs and enlargement of the EU, including Turkey.

L 7 Yilmaz Esmer

\ \\ Yilmaz Esmer is a Professor of Political Science at Bahcesehir University in
Istanbul. He is a member of the Steering Committee of the World Values
Survey Group and a Planning Committee member of the European Social
Survey. He is the founding director of the UNDP Human Development
Centre at Bogazici University, and he has also been involved in the

— ‘ . 5/ preparation of Turkey Human Development Report. He was a visiting faculty
member at Stanford and a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He served as
Provost between 1996-1998.

He holds a BA from Yale and a PhD from Stanford Universities. He has conducted various national
and international surveys: * 2007 Transformation Research Initiative (study of elite values in seven
countries) * 2007 European Social Survey, Round 4 * 2005-06 European Social Survey, Round 2 *
2003 Survey of the values of the economic elites * 2002 Turkish post-election survey including the
international CSES module.

Nilufer Gole

Nilifer Gole is a professor of sociology at Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Socialesin Paris, and the chair of the Aladdin Project Academic Committee. She
has taught in Istanbul at Bogazi¢i University and has been regularly invited as a
visiting scholar to the MIT in Massachusetts and New School in New York as
well as the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute. Her research themes include Islam,
public sphere, gender, secularism and multiple modernities. Her work focuses
on the ways Islam becomes visible in European public spaces and engenders a
series of debates on religious and cultural difference. Her sociological
approach aims to open up a new reading of modernity from a nonawestern perspective that in turn
produces a broader critique of Eurocentrism in the definitions of secular modernity.

She is currently directing a research project on the Islamic visibilities and the transformation of the
European public sphere. The project, funded by ERC, is an outcome of investigation engaged in the
graduate seminars given at EHESS since 2001 on the modes of public appearance of Islamic piety.
Focusing on the notion of public sphere, her work emphasizes the importance of the cultural realm
and the mediation between the personal and the political. The categories of intimate, corporal,
sexual, spatial, as well as the esthetic forms are privileged to study the manifestations and
configurations of Islamic visibility. She is currently conducting a European scale research project



entitled “Islam in the Making of a European Public Sphere”, EUROPUBLICISLAM, awarded by the ERC
Advanced Grant and funded by the European Research Council.

Mohamed Hawary

' Mohamed Hawary is a faculty member at Ain Shams University, Cairo, where
he completed his Ph.D. dissertation in 1983 on “The Divinity Among the
Children of Israel From the Period of Moses until the Exile of Babylon”.
Currently, he is a Professor of Religious Jewish Thought and Comparative
Religions, Department of Hebrew Studies, Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams
University, Cairo, Egypt. His specialized areas of research and teaching
include: Judaism, Biblical Studies, Comparative Religions, Aramaic Papyri
(Aramaic Documents from Elephantine), Genizah MSS, Judaeo-Arabic
Literature and Judaeo-Arabic sources in the Cairo Genizah, Hebrew Grammar
and Texts, Biblical Hebrew, Aramaic Language, and Syriac Grammar and
Texts, Syriac Literature.

He has been a fellow at Oxford Center for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies Oxford University (1991 -
1992). As a Visiting Fulbright Scholar, he has been a Visiting Researcher at The Jewish
Theological Seminary Of America, New York (1994). He has also been a visiting fellow at Gustave E.
Von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies - UCLA (1996- 97). Prof. Hawary has taught and
lectured at many universities in Egypt and abroad, including Cairo University, Al-Azhar University,
Alexandria University, Menoufia University, Assiut University, King Saud University in Riyadh (Saudi
Arabia), Amir Abdul-Qadir Islamic University in Constantine (Algeria), University of Leeds (UK), and
Oxford Center for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies Oxford University, Oxford

Prof. Hawary has authored a number of books in Arabic. He is also the Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the
Journal of Oriental Studies, published by Society of Oriental Languages Graduates in Egyptian
Universities (SOLGEU) in Cairo, Egypt. He served as Chairman of the Dept. of Oriental Languages,
Faculty of Arts, Assiut University, Egypt. He has also served as Director of the Center for Study of the
Contemporary Civilizations (CSCC), Ain Shams University.

W Catherine Iffly
-

Catherine Iffly studied Philosophy as a fellow at the Ecole Normale Supérieure
(ENS Paris), and Political Science (Diploma from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques
de Paris). She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from the Université

Panthéon-Assas in Paris.

She taught Political Theory, Political Sociology and International Relations as
an Assistant Professor and Lecturer at the Department of Law and Political
Science of the Université de Paris X and at the Department of Political Science
of the Freie Universitat Berlin. Previously she was a Research Fellow at the Universidade Estadual de
Campinas (Sdo Paulo). She works presently as a Consultant in Paris (Médiations Internationales).

She is the author of the book Transformar a Metrépole (Transforming the Metropolis) (editora
UNESP, Sdo Paulo, 2011). She published diverse articles in scholarly journals and contributed to
books in Canada, France, Poland and Latin-America. Her academic publications focused mainly on
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conflict resolution between peoples with tense relationships marked by past violence (analysis of
historical and political conflicts, and the means to overcome them); Religion and Political/Social
Change (in Brazil; in Central Europe and Ukraine).

Baber Johansen

Baber Johansen was appointed Professor of Islamic Religious Studies at
Harvard Divinity School in 2005. Prior to his appointment, he served as
Directeur d'études at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales
(Centre d'étude des normes juridiques), Paris (1995-2005), and Professor
for Islamic Studies at the Freie Universitat Berlin (1972-1995). In 2006 he
was appointed an affiliated professor at Harvard Law School and acting
director of its Islamic Legal Studies Program for 2006 to 2010. In 2007 he
was affiliated with the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, and in July 2010, he
became the director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies (2010-2013).

He is also a faculty associate of Harvard's Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and a
member of its Executive Committee. His research and teaching focus on the relationship between
religion and law in the classical and the modern Muslim world. His book Muhammad Husain Haikal
Europa und der Orient im Weltbild eines dgyptischen Liberalen (1967), translated into Arabic in Abu
Dhabi in 2010, examines twentieth-century liberal interpretations of Islam; Islam und Staat (1982)
looks at modern Muslim debates on state models; and Islamic Law on Land Tax and Rent (1988)
considers long-term changes in classical and postclassical legal doctrine. Contingency in a Sacred
Law: Legal and Ethical Norms in the Muslim Figh (1999) focuses on law, social practice, and ethics in
Islam. Johansen was twice elected a member of the School of Historical Studies, Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton, and has been a visiting professor at the Watson Institute (Providence),
Harvard University, and Ca' Foscari (Venice). He is actually on sabbatical leave as a fellow at the
Wissenschaftskolleg at Berlin (September 15-December 15, 2013), (April 1-July 15, 2014). He is one
of the three executive editors of Islamic Law and Society, and has served as area editor for Islamic
Law in the Oxford Encyclopedia of Legal History (2009) and as adviser for the Encyclopedia of Law
and Society (Sage, 2009).

Riva Kastoryano

Riva Kastoryano is a research director at the CNRS (National Center for Scientific
Research), and Professor at SciencesPo. Paris. She holds a PhD in Sociology from
the Ecole des hautes etudes en sciences sociales (EHESS). She was a lecturer at
Harvard University 1984-1987, a former research fellow at the Princeton
University Institute for Advanced Studies (1997), the Wissenschaftskolleg in
Berlin (1998) and the Radcliffe Institute at Harvard (2003-2004). She has been
teaching at the Institute for Political Studies in Paris (SciencesPo.) since 1988 and at the New School
for Social Research since 2005. Her work focuses on Europe, nationalism, identity and minority issues
and more specifically to their relations to states in France, Germany, the United States.




David S. Katz

Professor David S. Katz (D.Phil., Oxon.) is Director of the Lessing Institute for
European History and Civilization at Tel Aviv University in Israel, where he has
taught since 1978. He also holds the Abraham Horodisch Chair for the History
of Books. His area of research is the history of ideas in the long early modern
period (1500-1900), and he has published three books about the Jews in early
modern England, and three books about Christianity and radical Christian
thought, same time and place. Among these are The Jews in the History of
England, 1485-1850 (Oxford University Press, 1994); God's Last Words:
Reading the English Bible from the Reformation to Fundamentalism (Yale University Press, 2004);
and The Occult Tradition from the Renaissance to the Present Day (Random House, 2005). He has
now completed a cultural history of Anglo-Turkish relations from 1776 to 1923, which will be
published next year. Professor Katz is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, England.

Niltfer Narli

Prof. Dr. Nilufer Narli holds a degree in Education with a major in
Philosophy and minor in Sociology; and MSc in Humanities with a major in
Logic, the Philosophy of Science and Philosophy from Middle Eastern
Technical University, Ankara. She holds a PhD in Social Sciences with a
major in Political Sociology from the School of Comparative Social
Sciences, University Sains Malaysia. Prof. Narli was selected as an
Eisenhower Fellow from Turkey in 1993.

Narli is a Full professor of Political Sociology in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Bahcesehir
University. Currently, she is teaching in the Sociology Department she founded in 2005. She was Vice
Rector of the university till September 2006. Before being appointed as Vice-rector on September 1,
2005, she was the founding Dean to the Faculty of Communication at Kadir Has University (October
2003-August 2005). Before that, she had been the founder and department head of Sociology
Department at Marmara University, where she also chaired the Sociology and Anthropology
Department of the Middle East Studies Institute. She also taught at Istanbul University Women
Studies Institute (1995-1999). She was visiting scholar at Maryland University (in the summer of
2007).

Narli’s topics of research and teaching interest include: civil-military relations and military and good
governance in Turkey, Islamist movements in Southeast Asia and Middle East, political participation
of Muslim women, irregular migration in the Balkans, and political memory. Narli has experiences in
distant learning with CUNY and Shangai TV University of China (2004).

Tudor Parfitt

Tudor Parfitt is Distinguished Professor at Florida International
University, the President Navon Professor of Sephardi and Mizrahi
Studies and Founding Director of the Center for Global Jewish
Communities at FIU. He is corresponding fellow of the Académie Royale
des Sciences d’Outre-Mer and Emeritus Professor of Modern Jewish
Studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies, London and non-

&
T
(%]
[a
w
a
<
w
—
—
<
o
o)
=
—
=
(@]
o
i
=
=
o
(@]
w
>
=
(%]
o
w
=
=z
=)
o
w
=
=
)
(%]
—
<
P
Q
=
<
P
o
i
E
=




E
T
%)
o
w
o
<
il
—
-
<<
o
)
5
o}
O
&
i
=
=
o
(@]
[
-
=
7]
o
w
=
=
D
o
wl
>
=
=)
%)
—
<<
=2
O
=
<t
=2
o
i
=
<

resident fellow of the W.E.B. du Bois Institute, Harvard University. He studied Hebrew and Arabic at
Oxford and after a year as Goodenday Fellow at the Hebrew University, completed a D.Phil at Oxford
on the history of the Jews in Palestine and their relations with their Muslim neighbours. In 1974 he
was appointed Parkes Fellow at the Parkes Institute for the Study of Jewish/non Jewish Relations in
the University of Southampton and junior associate at the Centre of Hebrew and Jewish Studies at
Oxford.

Shortly afterwards he became lecturer in Hebrew at the School of Oriental and African Studies
(SOAS), University of London. He was successively, senior lecturer, reader and professor (Professor
of Modern Jewish Studies) at SOAS where he founded the Centre of Jewish Studies and was its
director from 1993 to 2006 and from 2010-11. He was also Chair of the Middle East Centre at SOAS.
In 2012 he was Distinguished Visiting Scholar, (Global Engagement Program) at the University of
Pennsylvania, Sheila Biddle Ford Foundation Fellow (Spring Term) at the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute
Harvard University (where he gave the Huggins Lectures in 2011) and Visiting Professorial Fellow at
the Isaac and Jessie Kaplan Centre for Jewish Studies and Research, Cape Town, South Africa.

Over his career his chief academic interests have included the Sephardi/Mizrahi communities of the
Muslim world, Jewish-Muslim relations, Hebrew and Hebrew Literature, Judaising Movements,
Jewish genetic discourses and issues around race in modern times and Jews in Asia and Africa. He
has authored or edited 26 books and presented 7 documentaries for the BBC, PBS, Channel Four and
the History Channel. His latest books are Black Zion ed. with Edith Bruder (Cambridge Scholars’ Press
2012) and Black Jews in Africa and the Americas (Harvard University Press, March 2013).

Ingo Peters

Ingo Peters is associate professor of Political Science at the Freie Universitat
Berlin and executive director of the Center for Transnational Relations,
Foreign and Security Policy. His teaching and research activities are
concentrated on German foreign policy, European security governance and
transatlantic relations as well as International Relations.

Since 1989 he is editor of the Center's publication series (Forschungsberichte
Internationale Politik, FIP). Dr. Peters is one of the coordinators of the
Euromasters und Transatlantic Masters Programmes at the Otto Suhr Institutes. Additionally, he is
member of the steering committee for the Master of Arts Programme in International Relations
jointly offered by Freie Universitat Berlin, Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin and Universitdt Potsdam.

Charles Tenenbaum

Associate Professor at Sciences Po Lille and Director of the Conflict &
Development Program, Dr. Charles Tenenbaum holds a doctorate in
political science from Sciences Po Paris. Specialized in the study of conflict
resolution and international mediation, his research interests currently
focus on European Union and Peacemaking, Multilateralism and the
influence of religious actors in international relations and peace building.

Fulbright Visiting Fellow at the School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (2005, George Mason
Univ.) and at the International Peace Institute in New York, Dr. Tenenbaum teaches Peace Studies,



International Mediation and Conflict Resolution at the graduate and post-graduate level along with
courses on Gender and International Relations and International & Regional Organizations.
Consultant for UNWomen (2011) and the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD Centre, 2013),
trainer at the National School of Administration (2008), he was a trainer and facilitator for the Wilson
Center facilitative initiative in the Democratic Republic of Congo (2009, IRENE). He is a member of
the Network on Peace Operations (ROP).

Since 2012, Charles Tenenbaum manages the French Political Science Association research group on
Multilateralism. In 2013 he published “Negotiations and Mediations in the resolution of Conflicts” in:
Placidi-Frot, Delphine, Petiteville, Franck, Négociations internationales, Paris, Presses de Sciences Po.

Ufuk Topkara

Ufuk Topkara holds an MA in History and Philosophy and works as a
guide at Jidisches Museum Berlin. He studied at Humboldt-Universitat
Berlin where he graduated in 2009. In the same year he was a
Fulbright Scholar at Harvard University, Cambridge, USA. He was
Fellow of the "Committee on Foreign Affairs" in the House of
Representatives and participated in the "Lantos / Humanity in Action Capitol Hill Fellowship
Program" in 2007. He took part in the "Humanity in Action" US Program on "Diversity and
Democracy" in New York City in 2006.

He was also active in the committee "Antisemitismus in mehrheitlich muslimisch sozialisierten
Milieus" at the Amadeo-Antonio Stiftung. Between 1997 and 2003 he was speaker for Islam in
cooperation with the Evangelische Akademie Berlin, giving presentations on Islamic theology. In
2012 and 2013 he was Visiting Scholar at the UCLA Law School and conducted Archival research for
his dissertation project on “The convergence of reason and faith in Islam.” He is currently a PhD
Candidate in the Post Graduate Program in Islamic Theology, University of Paderborn, Mercator
Foundation, 2011-2014. Dissertation topic: “The Convergence of reason and faith in Islam. The
challenge of Albert Camus.”

PROGRAM STAFF

Prof. Uli Briickner: Academic coordinator, Freie Universitat Berlin

Prof. Stiheyla Schroeder, Director of Bahcesehir University, Berlin Campus
Gesa Heym-Halayqa: Program coordinator, Freie Universitat Berlin
Clément Vigneaud: Program officer, The Aladdin Project, Paris

Renaud Diehl: Events and Communications, The Aladdin Project, Paris
Franziska Vesely: Program assistant, Freie Universitdt Berlin

Omar Belhaj Salah: Program assistant, Freie Universiat Berlin

Tim David Kremser, Coordinator, Bahgesehir University — Berlin Campus
Gabi Bartz, Program assistant, Freie Universitat Berlin

Sebastien Parfitt: Summer assistant, The Aladdin Project
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TUTORS / CO-CHAIRS

Sylvia Lu, Moderator, Institute for Cultural Diplomacy
Katharina Heep

Laura Kabis

Tanja Herklotz

Elisabeth Schulte

Anett Gerlarch



BIOGRAPHY OF PARTICIPANTS

AIN SHAMS UNIVERSITY, CAIRO

Ahmed Shams Eldin

Ahmed is Egyptian. He is a student at Ain Shams University in Cairo, where he prepares his MA in
Modern Hebrew Poetry. He is a teaching assistant at the Faculty of Arts at the Hebrew Department
and he is interested in Hebrew Poetry and Literature; Israeli Society and the Arabian-Israeli Conflict.
He expects from the course to be able to contact with professors and students from other countries
but also to acquire more knowledge about peace and how it can come through all religions. Ahmed
is currently translating a novel from Modern Hebrew literature.

Engy Ali Mobarak

Engy graduated From Ain Shams University in Cairo, Department of Hebrew in 2009, and she is
currently working as Customer Service at a major. During her B.A, she studied a number of ancient
and modern languages, such as modern Hebrew, biblical Hebrew, Syriac and Aramaic language. Engy
also speaks very good English. She is currently working on her M.A research to obtain her master
degree in religious Jewish thoughts. Her M.A research entitled “Elohistic Code in the Narratives of
the Torah “. Her hobbies are: Reading & listening to music. She is working now as Back Office
administration at Mobinil company, one of the largest communication company in Egypt. She has
served as Training coordinator at a national management institute and attended a number of
courses such as : diplomatic Affairs & ICDL & Public Relations at Egyptair.

Wahid Mohamed Wahideldin

Wabhid is Egyptian. He is currently studying Drama and Theatre criticism at Ain Shams University
(M.A). He is also a teaching assistant at the department of Drama and Theatre Criticism at the
Faculty of Arts and a second year student at the Faculty of arts (Diploma in comparative literary
studies in Cairo University). He is a member of the Egyptian Syndicate of Artists. Wahid expects to
learn more about other cultures by meeting people from other countries and about “Peace and
Religion in the Twenty First Century”, and he also expects to exchange experiences with other
participants.

AL MESBAR STUDIES AND RESEARCH CENTRE, DUBAI

Rasha Al-Ogaidi

She is also a bilingual researcher with over 7 years’ experience in the government workforce where
she specialize in bilingual activities, communication, translation, conflict resolution, citizen —
government liaisons, politics. Rasha holds a M.A in Political Discourse and Translation and is also very
active the social life of her community.
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Omar Ali Hamed

Sudanese-born researcher Omer al-Turabi stewards the editing of the Center’'s “Monthly Book.”
While pursuing his BA at the University of Sharjah (UAE), he served as editor-in-chief of its official
student magazine. He went on to hold a fellowship at the Ittihad Studies and Research Center in
Dubai. In addition to his editorial work at Al-Mesbar, Turabi also contributes scholarship of his own.
Among his recent monographs, one concerned Islamist movements’” use of women and children in
their violent campaigns. Another provided a historical overview of Sufism in Sudan. Turabi writes a
weekly column for the Sudanese newspaper Al-Sahafa.

AL QUDS UNIVERSITY, JERUSALEM

Haya Bannoura

Haya is from Beit Sahour, a small city near Bethlehem in Palestine. She is a Bachelor student in law at
Al Quds University. She is interested in international law and participates in society programs such as
exchange programs and programs concerned to support minorities, old people and children in the
society. She is also an active member in the Youth Council in her city where people organize many
activities to develop the city. Besides, she is a member of Christian youth groups where she can
discuss topics like religion or peace with other people. She is very concerned about participating to
one of the research projects, where she will have the chance to work with other students from
different nationalities. She is also expecting to develop her knowledge, to improve her personal and
communication skills and to meet new students from different cultures.

Tarek Jitan

Tarek, 21 years old, is a third-year student in Medicine at Al-Quds University. He is the eldest child
among his other three siblings. He grew up and was raised in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia where he lived
with his parents. He had always been energetic, did great in school as he constantly was on the top
list, especially in biology classes. His hobbies and interests include squash, swimming, camping,
playing tennis and traveling. He likes helping people and was the first responder in the Red Crescent
for two years straight. In addition to this, He used to give lectures to students in first aid and also
used to train them. He speaks Arabic and English fluently, took courses in college to learn Hebrew,
and has a background in French language. He also worked for the International Federation of
Medical Students' Associations (IFMSA).

Yara S. Abdeen

Yara was born on November 5, 1992, in Jerusalem, Palestine. She was especially interested in folk
singing, knowledge and social participation. Luckily her parents encouraged those interests, and that
encouragement shaped her personality to become more confident. She graduated from high school
at 17, she is currently studying business administration and marketing at Al-Quds University and no
challenges has been too great to take on. One of her unforgettable experiences was to join a course
for community and youth leadership. Her project was selected to be applied and is now under
construction. It helped her to realize that she has a creative thinking and that she was able to realize
her dream: being a leader for successful projects.

Yara also has many civil society projects for marginalized groups such as the poor, homeless, and
orphans kids to help them in the continuation of their lives, and she is looking forward to participate



in more projects that will help any affected person in the society. You can reach her at her Facebook
account "Yara Abdeen".

Dina Asim Shareef

Dina is a third-year student at al Quds Bard University. Her major is Economics and Finance and her
minor is in media studies. She is active, fun and easygoing. She involves herself in many volunteering
organizations. She is someone you can rely on and she finds that pressure is good at pushing people
to do better and be responsible. She wishes she can play the piano because she shows a lot of
passion for music. She dreams to be somebody important in the future. She is currently working at
the financial department of Al Quds, close to her study field. She also involves herself in the
exchange programs her university sets with other foreign universities. In this way she is making
connections with people from different cultures and ages, this way she learns new things and create
solid friendships.She is a member of the Palestinian Animal League. This project is new and had a
good head start. This organization plans projects in many places in Palestine, to develop knowledge
on the nature of such place and learn about its historical significance. Their latest trip was to Beit
Reema, near Ramallah.

BAHCESEHIR UNIVERSITY, ISTANBUL

Melih Boyaci

Born in Istanbul, on January 1993, Melih is the youngest member of his family, son of Faruk Boyaci, a
hotelier, and Gul Boyaci, housewife, and brother of Semih Boyaci, masters graduate from London
School of Economics. He was raised in Bakirkoy, starting primary school in Private School of
Bahcesehir and continuing with German High School Istanbul. There, he had the possibility to learn
German and have an analytic and materialistic education. After he graduated, he enrolled to Istanbul
Bahcesehir University, where he is still studying at the present time. He is studying sociology and
economy. Besides, he is contributing to several different student clubs.

One of them is KisaKes Short Film Competition, which is a competition and a social platform for high
school students nationwide and university students worldwide. Other from that, he is participating in
the administration of the Sociology Club of his university. This club is organizing events to bring social
scientists and students together. Finally, he is working for 180 degrees, a nonprofit consultancy
organization, which is at the stage of establishment and expected to operate their starting in the
next year. His plan for the future is to do a masters degree in Europe and later to get a doctorate
degree in Anthropology. After this, he is planning to become a lecturer in Istanbul. Though secondary
but personally more important, his aim is also to take actions against inequalities around the world,
which is a result of his inspiration from Jason Hickel from “the Rules” organization.

Dilara Uzdil

Dilara was born in Ankara, Turkey but until recently, she spent her whole life in Belgium and
therefore not only being exposed to different religions within her family but also within different
countries. She has always attended an English-speaking international school and has therefore been
exposed to international students with different religious and cultural backgrounds. She is bilingual
as she is fluent in both English and French but her mother tongue is Turkish.

&
T
(2]
o
w
=)
<
w
—
—
<
o
>
2
—
>
@]
o
i
=
=
o
(@)
w
~
=
(%2}
o
w
=
=
=
o
w
=
=
2
(%]
—
<
=
Q
=
<
=
o
i
=
=




E
T
(%]
o
w
o
<
il
—
-
<
o
=)
fay
=
e}
[a
[N}
[
=
o
(@]
[
>
=
(%]
o
w
=
=
=)
o
wl
>
=
=)
(%]
—
<
=
)
=
<
=
o
[N}
[
=

Until recently she has been involved in a relatively high level of sports, starting with gymnastics and
then almost two years ago, after getting injured, Olympic weightlifting. Through sports and especially
weightlifting, she has been exposed to different social classes from different countries as well. She
always had an interest in helping others but especially when it comes to criminal activity. She is not
only interested in the legal aspects of crime, but also in government agencies such as the CIA,
Interpol, and the way field agents operate.

Hidayet Avar

Hidayet has shaped her goal for life at a very young age: she has decided to become a beneficial
person to the society, who will help and inspire others. Until that day she has done her best to create
chances, took every opportunity to move forward. She has worked, read, listened, observed and
explored and dedicated herself to continue this journey and try to make a better world. At the time,
she understood that the starting point to achieve her goals was getting out of her comfort zone. She
moved to Istanbul and attended Bahcesehir University with a full excellence scholarship awarded by
the Turkish government. The Turkish university entrance system works on merits and she used that
to her advantage. She has chosen the department of sociology, which is a 100% English program. In
2009 she started her education in the English prep school, which lasted a year, and in 2010 she
began studying her current major Sociology.

Narod Ahci

Narod Ahci was born in 1993 in Istanbul, Turkey. She is still living in Istanbul with her mother Eliz, her
father Sarkis and her sister Sarin. She started school when she was four years old. She went to
Private Ferikoy Armenian Primary School and then to Private Getronagan High School. Now she is a
Bahcesehir University student. Life to her means friends and family whom you can trust and who can
trust you back.

BOGAZICI UNIVERSITY, ISTANBUL

Ahmet Faruk Demircioglu

Born in 1991, Ahmet is graduated from High School as the top student, ranked 27th out of 1 million
students in Turkish University Entrance Exam. Newly Graduated from Bogazici University Political
Science and International Relations Program. During the university years, he attended and organized
several international programs, visited 20 countries and numerous cities. He speaks English and he is
currently learning Arabic and French.

Zozan Baran

Zozan is a third-year undergraduate student in Bogazici University, in the department of Political
Science and International Relations. She chose Political Science because she thinks politics is one of
the most important tools for changing the world, and to be aware of the things that are going on
around us. She is especially interested in the political economy and sociology of Turkey, and in
modern philosophy. What makes her curious about Turkish politics is its interesting historical
development and the fact that it is a highly crucial country in the Era, Middle East and Muslim world.
Aside from politics, she is also interested in literature, especially modern Turkish novel and
modernist literature. She is trying to read these novels systematically and critically. She is also



member and founder of a student association in Turkey- Federation of Idea Clubs. This federation
brings together students from different universities and cities who have political and cultural
projects to carry out. The members of the federation try to open up a critical point of view in recent
political developments in Turkey and to find ways to improve living conditions of different social
groups. Her main expectation is to meet people from different cultures and to be able to
understand, compare and respect one another.

Ece Defne Altiok

Ece Defne is a senior double major student at Bogazici University, in the Department of Sociology
and in the Department of Political Science & International Relations. Currently, she is applying for
M.A. programs in the field of international relations. She takes the Aladdin Project as a tremendous
opportunity to position herself in a multi-cultural academic community while channeling and
communicating in different social and political contexts. Thus, she believes the International Summer
University for Intercultural Leadership will add practical knowledge to the theoretical framework she
has acquired with her double degrees, during her undergraduate education.

She is looking forward to this uniquely beneficial experience to improve her ability to contextualize,
compare and contrast different issues in an international environment, within a cultural initiative
that encourages participation in the problem-solving mechanisms of political and social challenges.
Moreover, she expects the intercultural and comparative aspect of this social action project to help
her to develop an intellectual capacity by engaging in individual and institutional negotiating
strategies. She is currently participating in a documentary project that focuses on the story of
Istanbul's oldest bookstore and its closure process due to the social, economic and cultural
transformations of its historical neighborhood.

Cagatay Ozdemir

Halil Ibrahim was born in 1991 in Ankara, Turkey. He is a senior double major student of political
science & international relations and economics at Bogazici University of Istanbul, Turkey. Currently,
He is the chairman of undergraduate student council at Bogazici University and board member of
University Medya Union Association and International Relations and Economics Associations based in
Istanbul. He has taken part in the organization of many student forums as well as conferences and
student gatherings. He is easygoing and interested in getting in contact with people of different
nationalities, races or religions. His area of interest is international relations and international
political economy, particularly energy politics of the EU, in the Middle-East and the Central Asia,
regional integration issues and peace-building through trade, energy and economic activity. He
speaks English fluently and French well. He is planning to have MA and PhD in political science/I.R.
and to study about international organizations and think tanks.

The student council, in the last fall, organized a student forum bringing together the most successful
students in Turkey, around the framework values, participatory democracy, human rights,
sustainability, peaceful co-existence, equality etc. They plan to organize it again in the September.
They also plan to continue the series of Academia Talks on Social Science which they have organized.
They are currently working on a project with Armenian students, which will take place this summer.
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NEW-YORK

Maria Covalenco-Tietz

Maria is a second-year student at the School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA), focusing on
International Conflict Resolution. While at SIPA she has engaged and volunteered with the U.N.
offices in New York and Thailand. During her summer internship in Bangkok she worked with the
UNDP Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery team producing lessons learned report, used by N-
Peace program specialists to fundraise resources that allowed continuation of the program past its
initial three-year contract.

Prior to SIPA she worked as a project manager with Management Systems International, a contractor
with the U. S. Agency for International Development in Washington D.C. Between 2008 and 2012 she
also worked on USAID-funded programs in Yemen, Afghanistan, the Philippines, multiple countries in
Eastern Europe, and the U.S. Prior to joining MSI, she worked with the International Research and
Exchange Board in Moldova and the American Chamber of Commerce in Moldova. Ms. Covalenco-
Tietz is a native Russian and Romanian speaker, fluent in English and beginner in Arabic. She
possesses a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Columbia University and a Bachelor’s of
Science in International Economic Relations from the Free International University of Moldova .

Garanfil Hasanova

Garanfil is pursuing her degree in Master of Public Administration (MPA '15) at Columbia University
School of Public and International Affairs (SIPA). She did her undergraduate studies at Azerbaijan
State University of Economics, majoring in International Economic Relations. Prior coming to SIPA,
she was working at the First Lady's office in Baku, where she was mainly dealing with international
partnerships. Coming from a multicultural country, which has been in a war situation for over 20
years now, she is thrilled to be a part of the Aladdin Project this year, share her experience with her
peers, gain from discussions with them and build valuable networks for future cooperation.

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, MIAMI

Syeda Sahar Naqvi

Born in Pakistan, Syeda Sahar immigrated to the United States to find better opportunities. In 2013,
she studied abroad in the Middle East as a Gilman Scholar. As a McNair Fellow, In 2013-2014, she
conducted field work in Pakistan to analyze first-hand factors involved in sectarianism and wrote a
thesis based on my research. An Honors College student, she was the recipient of the Advance
Research Grant. She graduated with a Bachelor in Religious Studies, Summa Cum Laude from FIU.
She pursued the degree as a means to understand religious phenomena, and how religion can
influence societies all over the world.

She is currently an H2G Fellow at FIU. She is also the member of Theta Alpha Kappa, the national
honor society for religious studies and theology. She serves as a life coach for Muslim Women at
various Organizations, such as No More Tears Project, helping Muslim women navigate American
society by connecting them to educational and career opportunities. Presently, she is pursuing a
Master’s Degree at FIU. After completion, she hopes to pursue a PhD, while expanding on her
current research of Religion and Violence to other countries. In future, she intends to work with
educational organizations in Pakistan to services children of victims of violence.



She is currently developing a few projects. One is a civic engagement project called “Ignite,” which
allows youth from different Muslim Societies to exchange ideas for social change. The project will
mainly focus on the theme of Religion and Social Change. The second project she is developing is a
series of leadership workshops that will focus on interdisciplinary learning via scholarly exchange of
ideas, experiential learning, arts and volunteerism. Both of these projects will be piloted in Pakistan
first, and if successful, they may implementation globally.

Aquiles Consuegra

Aquiles was born in Havana, Cuba in 1985. In 2001 he migrated with his family to the United States
in search of a better future. In 2012, he graduated from Florida International University with a
Bachelor of Arts in History and a minor in Religious Studies. He was also awarded a certificate in Pre-
Modern History. His previous experiences include serving my adoptive country with honor and
distinction in the United States Army as an automated logistics specialist during the Iraq conflict. Also
he volunteers as an after-school educator, and worked as a researcher for the Library of Congress’
Veteran’s Oral History Project. He currently works for Pace Center for Girls in Miami, Florida the city
where he resides as a Social Studies teacher.

Natalia Liviero

Natalia completed a Bachelor of Science degree in International Business from the University of
Buenos Aires in 1999. She is a member of the Argentinean Council of International Relations (CARI)
since 2002. She hold a position as the Director of Logistics for the U.S and the U.K at a leading
electronics company based in Miami, Florida since 2009. She completed a graduate certificate in
National Security in Spring of 2014 and she is in the process of completing a graduate certificate in
Middle Eastern Studies, both from Florida International University. She is fluent in Spanish,
Portuguese, and Italian; with an intermediate level proficiency of Hebrew and Arabic. With extensive
experience in Global Business Development in multicultural environments, her expertise includes
negotiations, strategic planning, product development and sourcing, international marketing, and
global logistics. Her interests include peace and security in the Middle East, particularly between
Israel and Palestine, and Israel and the Arab countries. With other residents from South Florida, she
is working on developing Friends of Sabeel North America South Florida chapter.

Eliyaim Gonzalez

Eliyaim, 28 years old, was born in Miami, Florida. He and his family are from Colombia. He works for
Apple Retail and currently live in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He love to travel, exercise, do outdoor
activities such as kayaking, beach, paddle boarding, etc. He is expecting to be fully immersed in a
course where there is tolerance, acceptance, and understanding of each and everyone of our
differences. Exposure to many cultures allows us to further our knowledge, so, he expects to further
his.
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FREIE UNIVERSITAT BERLIN

Felix Fuhg

Felix studied modern European history and philosophy at Georg-August University Gottingen and the
University of Vienna, where he worked as a student assistant for the 